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EIU’S GOT TALENT
Students show off their skills on Sat-
urday during the EIU’s Got Talent 
show in McAfee Gym.
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PANTHERS WIN!
The Eastern football team beats 
Southeast Missouri on Saturday 
with a 19-16 win. 
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Brittany Ramey, a Special Olympics athlete, gets ready to shoot a basketball on Saturday dur-
ing the Special Olympics Family Festival. Ramey said she loves the festival because she gets to 
meet new friends. 
By Cassie Buchman
Editor-in -Chief | @cjbuchman
Already a topic heavily discussed at Faculty Senate, the proposal 
to change the name of Douglas Hall was touched on briefly in a 
Board of Trustees meeting during constituency reports.
Faculty Senate chair Jemmie Robertson updated the Board on 
the senate’s progress in the discussion.
The proposal is a revised version of a similar proposal by former 
English professor Chris Hanlon in 2010, when he still taught at 
Eastern.
Hanlon now teaches at Arizona State University.
The revised proposal was put on an agenda for Faculty Senate 
to discuss, where Hanlon joined via Skype. At the most recent 
meeting of the senate, it was decided that senators would proceed 
on a vote on whether or not to send the decision to a naming 
committee at the next Faculty Senate meeting.
“In (Eastern’s) mission statement, it says that the university 
community is committed to diversity and inclusion,” Robertson 
said. “I believe we should have a larger debate or conversation 
at this university about what it truthfully means to be inclusive, 
and how we can truly be welcoming to students of diverse 
backgrounds.”
He said to recruit and retain students with diverse backgrounds, 
current students must be engaged in a dialogue about what the 
university can do to embody these ideals.
Though “simply changing the name on a building will not 
resolve any of those conversations,” Robertson said figuring out 
how to be diverse and diversity itself is the key to having future 
success as a university.
What Robertson thinks would be a “simple solution” is 
renaming the hall to Lincoln and Douglas Debate Hall, to 
commemorate the significance of the debates, and not the man, 
Stephen Douglas, himself.
“What is most important, I believe, is that we have a 
conversation about our values and move forward with those,” 
Robertson said.
Mark Hudson, director of Housing and Dining, said they are in 
this “holding pattern” waiting to see what the Faculty Senate says.
While there would be some expenses, namely replacing the 
name of the building in campus maps and other places, that is not 
the point of the issue, he said.
“Those are the kinds of things you deal with in the post-
process,” Hudson said. “The institution just has to decide what it 
thinks is the right thing to do with the issue overall.”
Eastern President David Glassman said he is following what is 
taking place in Faculty Senate, but has not developed an action 
plan because it is not yet known what the resolution will be, if one 
comes forward to his desk.
“Right now I’m in a waiting period,” Glassman said.
He added that if there were actions taking place on this, he 
would have hoped it would have been organic and generated from 
Eastern students and faculty.
“That doesn’t alter my opinion or alter how we follow through 
(with the issue),” Glassman said. “I just wish it had been something 
to come from our community.”
The Faculty Senate is an advisory body to the president. The 
only organization able to change the name of buildings is the 
Board of Trustees.
“If the resolution comes forward then I will review that 
resolution with the president’s council,” Glassman said. “We’ll 
discuss it, and (see) if this is a resolution we want to pursue in 
dialogue or to rule on recommendation-wise and what’s the 
pathway that we would take?”
Options include reinstating the naming committee, or perhaps 
a survey, Glassman said.
By Cassie Buchman
Editor-in-Chief | @cjbuchman
The shooting at Mattoon High School was among one of the topics 
talked about at Friday’s Board of Trustees meeting, where math and 
physical education teacher Angela McQueen was praised for being the 
one to step in and subdue the shooter.
At approximately 11:32 p.m. Wednesday morning, the Mattoon 
Police Department responded to multiple calls of shots fired at Mattoon 
High School.
The suspect fired shots in the school cafeteria, injuring one student, 
who is in stable condition.
He was then subdued by a teacher and disarmed by the school 
resource officer.
Eastern President David Glassman said the shooting was a terrible 
tragedy, and the university has reached out to Mattoon High School 
leadership to offer help.
“It’s a very, very sad situation, but I believe that the school handled it 
extremely well,” Glassman said.
He added that Mattoon High School “certainly had a hero” in 
McQueen.
“Things could have been much worse if that hadn’t happened,” he 
said.
Board of Trustees chair Joe Dively, wearing a yellow and green tie to 
honor the Mattoon school colors, said what could have been a really 
tragic event was circumvented by McQueen.
McQueen is an alumna of Eastern, receiving three degrees from the 
university. 
Douglas Hall name change 
proposal heard at BOT 
SIDEBAR | BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEE TING
BOT addresses Mattoon 
shooting, praises teacher
BOT, page 6 
Sidebar, page 6 
By Analicia Haynes
Managing Editor | @Haynes1943
After hearing her name called over the mi-
crophone, Colleen Moran, a Special Olympics 
athlete, marched up to the front of the kara-
oke tent, grabbed the microphone and sang 
along to Kenny Chesney’s “When the Sun 
Goes Down.”
Moran danced, smiled and laughed as audi-
ence members cheered her on and sang along 
to the familiar song. 
After singing and finally getting her face 
painted, Moran said she had so much fun get-
ting in front of everyone. 
Courtney Probst, a volunteer and friend of 
Moran, said despite the restrictions athletes 
face, the Special Olympics Family Festival 
gives athletes and volunteers alike, the chance 
to just be themselves without feeling judged. 
Volunteers helped wherever they could 
while building the bridge between family and 
community during the Special Olympics Fam-
ily Festival at Lake Land College Saturday.
With a theme revolving around Harry Pot-
ter, athletes and volunteers walked from tent 
to tent playing various carnival games and ac-
tivities such as karaoke, shooting a basketball 
and trying their pitch at dunking a person in 
a tank of water. 
Probst, who is also a student from Steward-
son-Strasburg High School, said while it was 
her first time volunteering, she loved seeing 
the happiness everyone had throughout the 
day. 
“The smiles on (the athletes) faces makes 
my heart warm,” she said. 
Melinda Cole, a sophomore elementary ed-
ucation major, sat with athlete Sara Shively as 
they watched several people sing their favorite 
songs in the karaoke tent. 
Holding a balloon animal in one hand and 
making a thumbs up with the other, Shively 
said she was having fun watching her friends 
perform.
Cole said the festival was important for the 
community because it was a way to make peo-
ple feel like they were treated equally.
“(It is a way) for everyone to get a chance to 
have a friend, feel important and enjoy them-
selves,” Cole said. 
Brittany Ramey, an athlete, tried her luck at 
the basketball hoop and made several baskets. 
Her friends, volunteers Amanda Apple and 
Bailey Grimes, a freshman at Lake Land Col-
lege, said the festival was a way to meet new 
friends and bring the community together. 
“I look forward to it every year,” Apple said. 
“I love doing it and meeting new friends.”
Bethany Ray, a volunteer from Windsor, 
said the event brings the community and fam-
ilies together and is a great opportunity to just 
be happy. 
Ray, who was formerly from Mattoon, said 
showing her support is a true love and helping 
people is always something she wanted to do. 
As for people who want to volunteer, Ray 
said it is not a hard step to take. 
“Just do it. It’s so worth it,” she said. 
Analicia Haynes can be reached 
at 581-2812 or achaynes@eiu.edu. 
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TODAY ON CAMPUS: 
NFL player protests rise in numbers
President Donald Trump's com-
ments about owners firing players 
who kneel during the national an-
them sparked a mass increase in such 
protests around the National Football 
League Sunday, as about 150 players 
sat, knelt or raised their fists in defi-
ance during early games.
A week ago, just six players protest-
ed .
Trump said the players protesting 
the anthem were "very disrespectful 
to our country" and called again on 
owners to stop what he considers un-
patriotic displays in America's most 
popular sport.  "This has nothing to 
do with race," Trump said. "This has 
to do with respect for our country."
The NFL and its players, often at 
odds, have been united in condemn-
ing the president's criticisms. One 
of Trump's biggest supporters in the 
NFL, Patriots owner Robert Kraft, 
joined the chorus of criticism of the 
president when he expressed "deep 
disappointment" with Trump.
Defensive star Von Miller was 
among the majority of Denver Bron-
cos who took a knee in Buffalo Sun-
day, where Bills running back LeSe-
an McCoy stretched during the "Star 
Spangled Banner."
In Chicago, the Pittsburgh Steel-
ers stayed in the tunnel except for 
one player, Army veteran Alejandro 
Villanueva, who stood outside with 
a hand over his heart. Both the Se-
ahawks and Titans stayed inside un-
til after the national anthem was over 
in Nashville.
A handful of NFL players have re-
fused to stand during the anthem to 
protest several issues, including police 
brutality. But that number ballooned 
Sunday following Trump's two-day 
weekend rant that began with the 
president calling for NFL protesters 
to be fired and continued Saturday 
with the president rescinding a White 
House invitation for the NBA cham-
pion Golden State Warriors over star 
Stephen Curry's criticism of Trump.
Tom Brady was among the New 
England Patriots who locked arms 
in solidarity in Foxborough, Massa-
chusetts. Aaron Rodgers did the same 
with his teammates in Green Bay.
The president's comments Friday 
night and Saturday turned the an-
thems — usually sung during com-
mercials — into must-watch televi-
sion shown live by the networks and 
Yahoo!, which streamed the game 
in London. In some NFL stadiums, 
crowds booed or yelled at players to 
stand. There was also some applause.
NFL players, coaches, owners and 
executives used the anthems to show 
solidarity in their defiance to Trump's 
criticism.
Jets Chairman and CEO Christo-
pher Johnson, whose brother, Woody, 
is the ambassador to England and 
one of Trump's most ardent support-
ers, called it "an honor and a privilege 
to stand arm-in-arm unified with our 
players during today's national an-
them" in East Rutherford, New Jer-
sey.
The issue reverberated across the 
Atlantic, where about two dozen play-
ers took a knee during the playing of 
the U.S. anthem at Wembley Stadi-
um.
"We stand with our brothers," Ra-
vens linebacker Terrell Suggs said. 
Jaguars owner Shad Khan and 
players on both teams who were not 
kneeling remained locked arm-in-arm 
throughout the playing of the anthem 
and "God Save The Queen." No play-
ers knelt during the British anthem.
"Me taking a knee doesn't change 
the fact that I support our military, 
I'm a patriot and I love my coun-
try," Bills linebacker Lorenzo Alexan-
der said. "But I also recognize there 
are some social injustices in this coun-
try and today I wanted to take a knee 
in support of my brothers who have 
been doing it."
The movement started more than 
a year ago when former San Francis-
co 49ers quarterback Colin Kaeper-
nick refused to stand during the na-
tional anthem as a protest of police 
treatment of racial minorities. This 
season, no team has signed him, and 
some supporters believe NFL owners 
are avoiding him because of the con-
troversy.
Trump's targeting of top profes-
sional athletes in football and bas-
ketball brought swift condemnation 
from executives and players in the 
National Football League and the Na-
tional Basketball Association.
The National Hockey League's 
reigning champion Pittsburgh Pen-
guins announced Sunday they've ac-
cepted a White House invitation from 
Trump. The Penguins said they re-
spect the office of the president and 
"the long tradition of championship 
team visiting the White House."
"Any agreement or disagreement 
with a president's politics, policies 
or agenda can be expressed in oth-
er ways," the Penguins said. "How-
ever, we very much respect the rights 
of other individuals and groups to ex-
press themselves as they see fit."
Trump's comments drew sharp re-
sponses from some of the nation's 
top athletes, with LeBron James call-
ing the president a "bum." Hours lat-
er, Major League Baseball saw its first 
player take a knee during the nation-
al anthem.
Puerto Rico set back decades after hurricane
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 
— Puerto Rico's nonvoting repre-
sentative in the U.S. Congress said 
Sunday that Hurricane Maria's de-
struction has set the island back 
decades, even as authorities worked 
to assess the extent of the damage.
"The devastation in Puerto Rico 
has set us back nearly 20 to 30 
years," said Puerto Rico Resident 
Commissioner Jenniffer Gonzalez. 
"I can't deny that the Puerto Rico 
of now is different from that of a 
week ago. The destruction of prop-
erties, of flattened structures, of 
families without homes, of debris 
everywhere. The island's greenery 
is gone."
Engineers on Sunday planned 
to inspect the roughly 90-year-old 
Guajataca Dam, which holds back 
a reservoir covering about 2 square 
miles in northwest Puerto Rico. 
The government said it suffered a 
large crack after Maria dumped 15 
inches of rain on the surrounding 
mountains and that it "will col-
lapse at any minute." Nearby res-
idents had been evacuated, but be-
gan returning to their homes Sat-
urday after a spillway eased pres-
sure on the dam.
The death toll from Maria in 
Puerto Rico was at least 10, in-
cluding two police officers who 
drowned in f loodwaters  in the 
western town of  Aguada.  That 
number was expected to climb as 
officials from remote towns con-
tinued to check in with officials in 
San Juan. Authorities in the town 
of Vega Alta on the north coast 
said they had been unable to reach 
an entire neighborhood called Fati-
ma, and were particularly worried 
about residents of a nursing home.
Across the Caribbean, Maria had 
claimed at least 31 lives, including 
at least 15 on hard-hit Dominica.
Mike Hyland, a spokesman for 
the American Public Power Associ-
ation, which represents the Puerto 
Rican power agency, said Sunday 
that restoration is a long ways off. 
The organization is working with 
U.S. Energy Department crews as 
well as New York Power Authori-
ty workers sent down by Gov. An-
drew Cuomo to fly over the island 
and assess damage.
Large amounts of federal aid 
have begun moving into Puerto 
Rico, welcomed by local officials 
who praised the Trump adminis-
tration's response but called for the 
emergency loosening of rules long 
blamed for condemning the U.S. 
territory to second-class status.
The opening of  the  i s land's 
main port in the capital allowed 11 
ships to bring in 1.6 million gal-
lons of water, 23,000 cots, doz-
ens of generators and food. Doz-
ens more shipments are expected 
in upcoming days.
The federal aid effort is racing 
to stem a growing humanitarian 
crisis in towns left without fresh 
water, fuel, electricity or phone 
service. 
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AG Ryle Companies is offering jobs in the Mattoon area for positive people who 
will help care for our clients. Instead of an office or a building, work in a house in 
the community, with 4 to 8 clients per home. Job involves assisting 
developmentally and physically disabled clients by helping them with daily 
activities, grooming, basic hygiene, and light housekeeping.
Part-time openings on 3rd shift (11 pm - 7am) - 16 hours a week.
l Paid training  l  No experience required  l CNAs/DSPs encouraged to apply l 
l Must be 18 and pass background check  l 
l High school diploma or equivalent required l
l Equal Opportunity Employer l
Please call today for more information:  217-493-1164.
Come CARE with Us!
US ON 
Spiritual inclusion, compassion drive RSO
By Gabriel Tomer
Contributing Writer  | @DEN_News
 Editor’s Note: This is the second article in a 
series of stories about religous and spiritual 
groups on campus.
The group EIU Spiritual Pluralism and Selfless 
Service celebrates a spiritual holiday once a month in 
an effort to focus on spiritual growth.
The group started this activity by handing out tra-
ditional Jewish pastries in celebration of Rosh Hasha-
nah, the Jewish new year, and plans to celebrate Di-
wali, a Hindu festival, this October.
“Rosh Hashanah celebrates a time of renew-
al and purification. It’s usually observed over a cou-
ple of days,” Alex Hill, vice president of the group, 
said. “Diwali is known as the Hindu Festival of Lights 
and celebrates the victory of good over evil, light over 
darkness.”
Hill said the group is a spiritual organization where 
people may have their own religious beliefs, but still 
recognize other beliefs and ideals.
“We don’t adhere to a certain set of beliefs,” Hill 
said. “We are more guided by the principle that all 
people brought along the paths of Christianity, Hin-
duism, Buddhism, and the people who are exemplary 
practitioners of these paths, all have something to of-
fer…We’re not against religion, but we don’t particu-
larly adhere to it.” 
Ali Fisher, president of EIU Spiritual Pluralism 
and Selfless Service, wants to help promote the idea of 
celebrating and encouraging spiritual life.
“We’re just here to provide an opportunity for 
people to cultivate compassion for other people’s be-
liefs and viewpoints,” Fisher said. “We encourage tol-
erance and allow people to express their beliefs in a 
way that allows (them) to feel confident and can prac-
tice their beliefs stronger. We encourage the idea that 
whatever path you follow is what is best for you.” 
Chris Adams, one of the group’s members, said he 
knows Eastern’s culture of diversity plays a major role 
in religious-based groups on campus.
“This is a university, we’re on a college campus. 
There’s a large and diverse culture that’s here,” Ad-
ams said. “People are raised up in their own environ-
ment with whatever they were taught. But there are 
so many beautiful, different paths out there that pro-
mote love.”
People who want to join EIU Spiritual Pluralism 
and Selfless Service should do so to better understand 
spirituality as a whole, Fisher said.
“To encourage and celebrate spiritual life, this 
group focuses on individual commitments you make 
to encourage your own spirituality,” Fisher said. 
“If you’re seeking to deepen your faith, figure out 
what you believe in, or become a more compassion-
ate person, this can provide opportunity for growth 
and knowledge about that and how to apply it to 
your life. If you want to change the world, you start 
with yourself. People can apply that firsthand in this 
group.” 
EIU Spiritual Pluralism and Selfless Service meets 
at 5:15 p.m. on the first Wednesday of each month 
in the Paris room of the Martin Luther King Jr. Uni-
versity Union. 
Gabriel Tomer can be reached at 
581-2812 or gctomer@eiu.edu.
FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Eastern’s Spiritual Pluralism and Selfless Service hopes to promote a sense of community and offers the chance to meet new people with differ-
ent ideas to promote inclusion.
24-hour theatre produces creativity
By Chrissy Miller 
News Editor | @DEN_News
Skits, songs and poetry were all created and per-
formed during the 24-Hour No Shame Play Festival.
Students came together in the Globe Theatre of 
the Doudna Fine Arts Center on Friday to get in 
groups and begin the creation of their acts, which 
they performed on Saturday evening.
Acting professor Anne Thibault said the festival 
was planned to be a bonding experience for anyone 
interested in theatre. 
“We wanted something that was early on so ev-
erybody could get to know each other and work to-
gether throughout the year and bring out different 
parts of their creativity,” Thibault said. “A tech person 
might love to perform but not always get the chance, 
or an actor may always want to write and not get the 
chance. So, this will give them the opportunity to ex-
plore their creativity with very few limits.”
Thibault said she was inspired to help create East-
ern’s first 24-hour theatre festival by similar festivals 
she saw while living in New York City.
“I think students are really hungry to drive their 
own work and I also think it’s really important as an 
artist to own your own work and to not wait for op-
portunities, but to learn how to create on your own 
with very little props, very few costumes, very little 
set and kind of figure out how to make that part your 
own,” Thibault said. 
Brooke McWherter, a sophomore theatre major 
who took the lead in technical design for the festi-
val, said she was excited by the amount of performers 
who showed up to display their talents. 
Robert Newman III, freshman theatre major, said 
the idea for the skit he participated in, called “Rocky 
Relationship”, was created by ideas of all the students 
in his group. He said the skit does not use clichés and 
he was thrilled to try something new.
“I just want to change the game,” Newman said. “I 
don’t think anyone has seen this before.”
Newman said while he is nervous because this was 
his first time writing a play, he is curious to see what 
he can do.
“This will really show how much character and 
what kind of an actor I am,” he said.
Gena Geis, a computational physics major and the 
newest member of sketch group Lunchbox Voodoo, 
said she was excited for her first performance with the 
group.
“You really just need like a bare-bone script and 
then you just sort of go from there,” Geis said. 
Geis said since she was feeling “slammed” with her 
physics workload, so she decided to venture into an 
artistic group that had nothing to with science.
“I need that outlet. I need to just shake all the sil-
lies out. It’s better than drinking, I think,” Geis said. 
Staff Report | @DEN_News
Residents on Campus Fest kicks off Monday with 
Tournament Night at 6 p.m. in the University Ball-
room. 
There will be EIU Go!, a game involving finding 
pokémon using clues, at 5 p.m. Tuesday in the Pem-
berton Great Room as well as Trivia at 6:30 p.m. and 
Bingo at 7 p.m. in the same place. Capture the Pow-
erup, a classic game of capture the flag between the 
residence halls, will be at 4:30 p.m. Wednesday in the 
North Quad. The Boat Relay Race, where each hall 
races boats they have made out of cardboard and duct 
tape, will be at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday at the Cam-
pus Pond. 
The News staff can be reached at 
581-2812 or dennewsdesk@gmail.com. 
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ROCFest starts Monday
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Unusual weather we’re having
Try to find freedom when offering forgiveness
Ben Leman
Family Festival gives athletes chance to shine
Liz Stephens 
Douglas Hall 
‘problem’ will 
never end
Rosh Hashanah ended Friday evening and 
during the holiday I was inspired to let go of 
all tensions and hard feelings against a few 
people.
 The hard feelings I was balling up inside 
against these people not only made it harder 
to be happy, but it also has made it harder 
for me to apply myself this semester. 
I decided to message these three former 
friends without the expectation of a 
response.  
I just wanted to vocalize that I forgave 
them, I was tired of holding a grudge against 
them and I wished the best for them. 
This is something we all face, and if you 
have somehow gotten lucky to never have 
been hurt or done wrong by someone then 
you must be one in a million. 
 Sometimes it is hard to forgive people 
because it can feel as if you are letting the 
person who hurt you win. 
Before I went out with my friends from 
the journalism department Saturday night 
I forgave a guy who I was in more of a 
“situationship” with, where we were acting 
like we were dating and doing things dating 
people do without the official label, last year 
for about six months. 
I honestly did not expect it to suck as 
much as it did, but at least I feel better now 
that I let go and forgave him. 
I hoped that right after I forgave him I 
would feel magically relieved and healed, 
even though I knew it wouldn’t happen that 
quickly. 
Saturday night, my friend and Editor-in-
Chief told me that I would not remember 
who he was in five years, and that I would 
respond with “who’s that?” when I heard his 
name.
Ironically, that statement is beyond true. 
In college or even as an adult, it is so easy to 
become so invested in someone that after the 
relationship ends we think we will still have 
them on our minds as we progress through 
school and into our careers. 
The truth is, my friend is right. 
I will probably be so invested in my 
career and in myself that a silly boy will not 
be crossing my mind in the long run, so 
forgiving and moving on only made sense.
The key to forgiving is remembering 
healing will not happen overnight, but it is 
the first step toward healing. 
My best friend Gary who recently 
graduated from Eastern called me after I told 
him I took a leap of faith and forgave these 
people. 
We talked about how it may be tough 
bringing back feelings by forgiving someone 
in the moment, but that is how you heal 
quicker. 
Even with it not being long since I made 
the decision to grant forgiveness to the 
people I forgave, I already feel better and 
freer. 
The funny thing about forgiveness is that 
it sometimes has some unexpected perks or 
good karma. 
The second person I messaged forgiving 
ended up talking to me when they saw me 
out with my friends on Saturday and we 
made amends. 
It makes me thankful that I got over my 
pride and reached out to them, because I do 
not think we would have spoken and made 
amends if I had not.  
Forgiveness not only shows that someone 
cared about a person to begin with, but it 
also signifies that they care about themselves 
by reclaiming their happiness that was 
restricted while holding onto grudges.
Liz Stephens is a junior journalism major. 
She can be reached at 581-2812 
or ejstephens2@eiu.edu. 
Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor:
Regarding the continued “debate” over the nam-
ing or renaming of Douglas Hall, I really do not care 
one way or the other. But is it any wonder those out-
side of the University look at this and think, “So 
THIS is what EIU believes is a wise way to spend its 
time and money?” 
As long as you name buildings after people, this 
“problem” will never end. I do not personally know 
any of the individuals who Eastern has named build-
ings for, but I can guarantee one thing. Each and 
every one of them have said and done reprehensi-
ble things in their lives that would make their moth-
ers cry. How do I know this? Because they are human 
beings! Unless you die as a newborn infant, this 
is going to apply to everyone. As has already been 
pointed out, if Abraham Lincoln gave his Charles-
ton debate speech here today, we would stone him! Is 
Douglas more “racist” than Lincoln? Of course he is. 
So if this is going to come down to an argument over 
just how “bad” you have to be before we cannot put 
your name on a building, we need to spell out exactly 
what character flaws are or are not acceptable?
And before the members of the perpetually indig-
nant community mount their horse of self-righ-
teousness, allow me to posit a simple question. If 
Charlie Manson offered the university a $10 mil-
lion check for naming rights, just how long do you 
think it would be before students were taking class-
es in the Charles Manson Family and Consumer Sci-
ences building?
Sincerely,
David Carwell
Department of Political Science
This weekend, athletes and volunteers 
came out to Lake Land College to 
participate in the Special Olympics Family 
Festival.
Many students from Eastern participated 
in the Special Olympics Family Festival, 
something we know those who put on the 
Family Festival probably appreciate. 
Eastern also has a tradition of hosting 
the actual Special Olympic Games in 
O’Brien Stadium, and working with the 
Special Olympics and its organizers, which 
is something the university should be proud 
of and continue as long as it can.
Though the two groups- both athletes 
and volunteers- had to brave Saturday’s 
heat, participating in activities at the 
Family Festival seems like a fun experience 
that will benefit them in the long run.
Through doing these activities, athletes 
were able to play games and learn what 
champions they really are by getting 
ribbons for taking part in different games 
and events. 
It was a fun, non-competitive way to 
reward the athletes for their hard work. 
Everyone wants to feel important, as the 
athletes were hopefully able to this past 
Saturday.
One example of this was the support one 
athlete got as reported on in this Monday’s 
article in The Daily Eastern News. 
As she sang along to Kenny Chesney’s 
“When the Sun Goes Down in the karaoke 
tent, many audience members cheered her 
on and sang along as well.
According to one volunteer, she said 
everyone in attendance, athletes and 
volunteers alike, were able to just be 
themselves without feeling judged. 
Instead, everyone just helped each other 
out and had fun together.
This is the kind of community that 
should be lauded for being so supportive of 
each other.
Everyone deserves to feel like an equal 
and a member of their community. 
Event such as the Special Olympics 
Family Festival give people the chance to 
feel that way. 
Volunteers get to know they have done 
something good by becoming someone’s 
friend, and the athletes get to participate in 
fun activities that might push them out of 
their comfort zone. 
We hope that the friendships forged 
during the festival could potentially last 
longer than a day, if convenient and wanted 
by both parties. 
It would be great if athletes and 
volunteers alike could remain in 
communication and keep being friends 
even after the day of the festival. 
Even just a Facebook message to say ‘hi’ 
once in awhile would be nice.
Getting involved in the actual Special 
Olympic Games is a great way to continue 
to foster the feelings and atmosphere of this 
weekend as well. 
Being hosted at Eastern, it is not even 
a drive away for students who live on 
campus. 
Both the Special Olympics and the 
Family Festival are great events for making 
athletes feel valued and accomplished. 
The more people who volunteer for it, the 
better.
“The funny thing about forgiveness is that it 
sometimes has some unexpected perks or good 
karma.”
-Liz Stephens, columnist
Don’t be afraid 
to enjoy life
I am a very nostalgic person. Sometimes I feel like 
I am more so than others. I think of a lot of things 
from my life: family, old friends, vacations, moments 
in my life and so on. It is funny how certain things 
can trigger my memories from my past. Music can 
definitely do that to me or certain smells like old 
books. That old book smell takes me back to when 
I worked on my uncle’s farm for a couple of years. 
Something specifically triggers memories to when I 
was in high school. State maps do that to me. I’ll look 
at a state map, especially the one in the newsroom, 
and see my hometown of Highland. Just seeing that 
little country town on a map makes me think of the 
memories of growing up there. I will look at the sur-
rounding cities that my friends and I went to and 
think about how far the places seem to be on the 
map. 
You will not be young forever. After you gradu-
ate from college, you are in the adult world with real 
responsibilities. With that in mind, do not be afraid 
to enjoy life. It is OK to look back every now and 
then, but if you keep focusing on the past then you 
cannot be in the now. Do not become so wrapped up 
in schoolwork, papers and exams that you forget to 
have fun with friends. Stress happens to all of us and 
the best of us.  Sometimes you have to admit that 
you are overworked.  That is the first step in taking 
care of yourself.  Enjoy things while you can, because 
you never know what can happen tomorrow.
Ben Leman is a junior journalism major. He can be 
reached at 581-2812 or bhleman@eiu.edu. 
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By Analicia Haynes  
Managing Editor | @Haynes1943 
Cell phone flash lights illuminated McAfee Gym 
Saturday night during EIU’s Got Talent after rapper 
Mo the Poet asked the audience to shut off the flo-
rescent yellow lights and turn the gym into “a city of 
bright lights.”
Mo the Poet, a sophomore psychology major 
who preferred to go by her stage name, won first 
place at the talent show because of her interaction 
with the audience and her relationship to the South 
Side of Chicago that she revealed in her song. 
“I come from a city of bright lights,” she told 
audience members, instructing them to take out 
their phones and turn on their flashlights.  
Though it was not her first time performing in 
front of an audience, she said it was her first time 
performing and winning at the annual talent show.
“I’m excited, honestly,” she said. “I would do it 
again all the time.”
Mo the Poet was one of several performers who 
braved the judges and competed for a chance to 
place first at the EIU’s Got Talent show.  
There were eight different acts during the show 
as well as a performance from the African Student 
Association dancers.  
Despite the hour and a half delay as a result 
of the overwhelming heat that engulfed the 
gym, audience members remained entertained 
with music, pizza and friends.  
From dancing to poetry to rapping, the 
audience roared after each performance. 
Briana Wesley, who goes by the stage 
name Mocha Bee, also performed one of her 
original songs during the talent show.
Wesley said she was beyond nervous.  
“Now that it is over with, I can enjoy the show,” 
Wesley said after her performance. 
Wesley said it was the third time she 
performed her song, titled “Take Your Time,” which 
is about self-motivation. 
“(The song is) letting me know that I can take 
my time,” Wesley said. “I tend to move fast and it 
is a way to remind myself to take my time and do 
it right.”  
Wesley said she writes poems in her free time, 
which evolve into song lyrics that she performs as 
raps. She said this song was the most developed out 
of all her poems.  
“I take pride (in my writing),” she said. “I 
wouldn’t call myself a rapper, I’m just into that type 
of music and I enjoy writing. It’s like my hobby.”  
During intermission, audience members 
swarmed the floor dancing along to the DJ’s choice 
and turning the talent show into a full-blown dance.  
Mia Calloway, a freshman pre-nursing major, 
and Lauren King, a freshman public relations major, 
said they went to the performance to show support 
for their friends.  
“I’m just out here to just have a good time,” 
Calloway said. “I haven’t really been out to any 
parties so I’m just trying to have a good time on the 
weekend.” 
Vuye Magalela, a freshman biology and pre-
med major, said she sang from her soul during her 
performance and recommends anyone who wants 
to perform but is too afraid do the same whenever 
they get the chance.  
“I really don’t care if I win,” Magalela said. “I just 
want to sing.”  
Analicia Haynes can be reached 
at 581-2812 or achaynes@eiu.edu. 
Performers compete during 
‘EIU’s Got Talent’ show
ANALICIA HAYNES | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
"I take pride (in my writing). I wouldn't call myself a rapper, I'm just into that type of music and 
I enjoy writing. It's like my hobby,” said Briana Wesley, who goes by the stage name Mocha 
Bee. Wesley performed one of her original songs during the EIU Got Talent show on Saturday.
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"I really don't care if I win, I just want to sing,” said Vuye Magalela, a freshman biological sci-
ences and pre-med major,after her performance at the EIU Got Talent show. She said she sang 
from her soul during her performance and recommends that anyone who wants to perform 
but is too afraid do the same whenever they get the chance.  
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EIU Got Talent judges Brandon Hightower (left) and Tyshawn Love (right) look on as audi-
ence members turn on their flashlights on their phones to turn McAfee Gym into a “city full of 
bright lights,” on Saturday.
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Beautiful 2 STORY HOUSE - fur-
nished for 5-6 girls at $310.00 each 
for 10 Months.  2 1/2 baths, full 
basement, HGTV kitchen remodel, 
Washer/Dryer, central air.  School 
year 2018/19.  1508 1st Street.  Call 
or Text  Jan 232-7653.
________________________ 10/2
Expanding our shifts. Now accept-
ing applications for good delivery 
drivers. Apply in person between 
2-4 p.m. at Joeys 850 Lincoln Ave. 
______________________9/25/17
Approved at the meeting was a $100 per 
semester credit hour fee for new and returning 
students in the master’s degree program for 
communication disorders and sciences. This will 
be effective starting Fall 2018.
Cassie Buchman can be reached at 
581-2812 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu
» BOT 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
» Sidebar
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
“There’s no question in my mind that she is 
a hero, and I believe some type of recognition 
from EIU is warranted,” Glassman said. “I 
think she’s certainly deserving (of some honor.)” 
However, he had not yet been able to reach out 
to McQueen at the time of the meeting.
Cassie Buchman can be reached at 
581-2812 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
Live to ride, ride to live 
ACROSS
 1 Won every game
 6 Fast-food chain 
with a red-haired 
girl in its logo
12 Unhappy
15 2008 Pixar film 
about a robot
16 Dolts
17 Comedian Philips
18 Feet in the city? 
(3 wds.)
20 PC part, for short
21 Signify
22 Baldwin 
famous for his 
Donald Trump 
impersonation
23 Something 
screwed into a 
lamp
24 Friendly 
Communist 
ghost? (3 wds.)
29 Singer Midler
31 “Sure thing!”
32 Angels’ headwear
33 Close tightly
36 Adore, cutesily
38 “Can you give an 
example …?”
39 Something to 
mind … in 18-, 
24-, 47- and 
58-Across
40 ___ one’s time
41 Tree whose 
name sounds like 
a letter of the 
alphabet
42 City in southern 
France
43 Principal 
principle
44 ___ monkey
46 Mopes
47 Slim monarch 
who gets around 
fast? (3 wds.)
51 “Do ___ others …”
52 Containers 
for cookies or 
sewing supplies
53 Equipment for a 
motorcycle jump
57 Word after 
Holiday or 
Comfort
58 Head off to stare 
at some pictures? 
(3 wds.)
62 General who’s 
34-Down spelled 
backward
63 With nothing 
omitted
64 Scents
65 Sample
66 Patronize, as a 
hotel
67 Engender
DOWN
 1 Done the 
backstroke, e.g.
 2 Ending with 
silver or soft
 3 “Able was I ere I 
saw ___”
 4 Food for whales
 5 Hamilton’s bill
 6 Brandish, as a 
weapon
 7 Lawn tool
 8 Sister’s 
daughter
 9 ___ Juan (lover)
10 Financial 
spreadsheet 
column: Abbr.
11 Air-escaping-
from-a-tire sound
12 It’s safe to click 
on a computer
13 Wave 
measurements
14 “But what if I’m 
wrong?” feeling
19 Narrow street
23 It guards a 
dribbler
25 “___ a long 
story”
26 2016 Nobel 
laureate Bob
27 Vichyssoise or 
borscht
28 Young pooch
29 Player on first, 
second or third
30 Inventor of the 
cotton gin
32 Bales in a loft
33 “Oh, be quiet!”
34 Fish that’s 
62-Across spelled 
backward
35 “A long time ___ 
in a galaxy far, far 
away …”
37 Dog doc
39 Praise highly
40 Serbia’s capital
42 Disapproving 
syllable
43 Wine cask
45 ___-friendly
46 Mexican’s 
emphatic assent
47 Bedcover made 
of patches
48 Computer-savvy 
office fellow
49 Wafer brand
50 Prepared to pop 
the question, 
perhaps
54 Wide-eyed
55 ___ mortal
56 “Hey you!”
58 Audience 
members for a 
U.S.O. show
59 Toronto’s 
province: Abbr.
60 “Son ___ gun!”
61 Group carrying 
torches and 
pitchforks
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ACROSS
 1 Like a hermit
 9 Response to 
a sophomoric 
comment
15 Score after 
opening with an 
ace, informally
16 Secret ___
17 Catch of all 
catches, of a 
sort
18 Singer of the 
Wagner aria 
“Liebestod”
19 Least cool
20 Make a feast of
21 Looks forward 
to the next 
spring?
22 Feature of 
Namibia and 
Libya
24 Root used in 
perfumery
25 James ___, 
1990-94 New 
Jersey governor
26 Noodle soup 
noodle
27 Joint flare-up?
31 Got some 
action
32 Method of 
fishing
33 Station that 
people once 
looked up to
34 Goes over the 
line?
36 Company 
added to the 
Dow 30 in 
2013
37 Dr. Brody of 
“Raiders of the 
Lost Ark”
38 Draw oward 
dark
39 Scenery chewer
42 Grinders, of a 
sort
4  Tree favored by 
giraffes
44 Dubonnet or 
Ca pari
46 Box at the 
gym?
47 Bad news 
on the stock 
market
48 Part of a record
49 Lowdown sneak
50 Quick shots
51 Many people 
take them to 
bed nowadays
DOWN
 1 “Should there 
be any question 
…”
 2 Cor  on the 
cob, e.g.
 3 Replaced, as on 
a computer
 4 Shows the way
 5 Force in the 
Battle of 
Dunkirk
 6 Shakespeare’s 
First and 
Second Folios, 
e.g.
 7 Spacewalks, in 
NASA lingo
 8 It covers 
bridges, 
typically
 9 Primitive 
cooking 
equipment
10 Situated (in)
11 Alito’s 
predecessor on 
the Supreme 
Court
12 Toon who uses 
his middle 
initial
13 High styles
14 Ones always 
banging their 
heads against 
things?
23 Female factory 
workers in 
W.W. II, 
informally
25 West Coast 
local  
mentioned in 
“(Sittin’ On) The 
Dock of the 
Bay”
27 Some fruit 
p stries
28 Like store 
brands vis-à-vis 
name brands, 
typ cally
29 Waterway that 
lent its name 
to two French 
departments
30 Students 
arriving lat ?
32 Most airheaded
35 Clam
36 T.S.A. 
requirement
38 ___ Ochoa, 
2017 Golf Hall 
of Fame 
inductee
39 Papa Bear of 
the N.F.L.
40 Kind of squash
41 Photog’s lens
42 Intervening, at 
law
45 “How ___ are 
they that have 
not patience!”: 
Iago
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CHRISSY MILLER | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Jake Noelker, who is in the heating, ventillation and air conditioning rai ing program at Lake Land College, rides his bike at the Alumni 
Courtyard on Sunday. Noelker said whether he has to wait for the evening or practice earlier in the morning, he is not going to let the 
hot weather stop him from doing bike tricks. “When it g ts to fall it’s a lot nicer b cause we can go out whenever time we want,” Noelker 
said.
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JOB CODE:
SEARCH OUR JOBS TODAY
apply.smjobs.com
CALL US:
Join our growing team as a Packaging Associate in Mattoon, IL.  We offer weekly 
paychecks, flexible schedules, casual dress environment, competitive pay rates and 
climate controlled facilities.
Currently offering a Referral Bonus up to $100 and weekly pay incentives!
Apply in person Monday-Friday, 8AM-4PM
1020 Broadway • Mattoon, IL 61938
217-234-3624789S
By Dillan Schorfheide
Women’s Soccer Reporter | @DEN_Sports
 
Things have gone from bad to worse 
for Eastern’s women’s soccer team in a 
matter of two weeks.
After losing both matches last week-
end, the Panthers lost both of their 
matches this weekend against Belmont 
and Austin Peay, extending the team’s 
losing streak to four matches.
In what has quickly turned into a 
different narrative for the team, East-
ern has been held scoreless in their last 
four matches, something that happened 
once before on Aug. 27 against Milwau-
kee. Since then, and before the losing 
streak, Eastern scored 12 goals in four 
games. 
Before conference play, Eastern’s op-
ponents had trouble keeping the Pan-
thers out of their defense’s hair, but now, 
Eastern is having trouble finding the 
back of the net.
Three Eastern players have three 
goals each, and two players have two 
goals each. Three other Panthers have 
added a goal of their own. The Panthers 
did not have trouble moving the ball 
and getting offensive pressure on their 
opponents’ defenses before conference 
play started. 
But in the four recent matches that 
make up the team’s losing streak, East-
ern has had fewer shots on goal than it 
was used to earlier in the season: 22 to-
tal shots in the four matches with eight 
of them on goal.
The team’s defense has held tough in 
the four losses, but without the offense 
pressuring the other team more often 
the defense has been worn down, play-
ing 90 minutes with constant pressure 
in their face.
The losses to Belmont and Austin 
Peay drop the Panthers’ record to 5-6-
1 overall, with an 0-3 conference record 
and tied for last place in OVC stand-
ings with Jacksonville State (0-3 in the 
OVC).
In what could have been a turn-
around for Eastern after the first two 
losses last weekend and a momentum 
changer for the season, Belmont shut 
Eastern down on Friday, winning 2-0.
Eastern’s one shot on goal, out of five 
total shots, came from freshman for-
ward Pilar Barrio, who has two goals on 
the season.
Belmont scored in the 30th min-
ute off a Belicia Mendiola header, who 
tacked on an insurance goal in the 86th 
minute as well; she is the leading scorer 
for Belmont with six goals.
Eastern lost 2-0 again on Sunday, this 
time to Austin Peay. Both of the Gover-
nors’ goals came in the second half, the 
first from Shelby Stewart, her second of 
the season. The insurance goal for Aus-
tin Peay came from Kirstin Robertson 
with eight minutes left in the match, 
her team-leading ninth goal on the year.
Belmont is now 6-3-1 on the year 
and tied for fourth in the OVC, and 
Austin Peay is 7-3-1 on the year and 
third in the OVC.
After the weekend sweep, East-
ern’s away record is now 1-4-1. But 
this weekend, the Panthers host both 
matches against Eastern Kentucky Fri-
day and Morehead State Sunday.
 Eastern has a 4-2 home record, so 
getting a win this weekend could be 
crucial for the Panthers’ season ahead.
Dillan Schorfheide can be reached at 
581-2812 or dtschorfheide@eiu.edu.
Eastern still scoreless in fourth straight loss
 By JJ Bullock
Assistant Sports Editor | DEN_Sports
 In what was arguably its big-
gest test of the season thus far, the 
Eastern men’s soccer team tied a 
program record, playing to their 
fifth draw of the season Saturday 
at Lakeside field against No. 23 
ranked Omaha.
Eastern and Omaha played to 
a 0-0 result, marking the fourth 
game in a row the Panthers have 
failed to convert a goal, but also 
the fifth time this season they have 
shut out their opponent.
Despite Omaha being the high-
er ranked team, Eastern played at a 
level Saturday where they felt they 
should have beaten the Mavericks, 
Eastern coach Kiki Lara said.
“(I ’m) di sappointed that  we 
didn’t get two more points out of 
that game because I felt that we 
were the better team today,” Lara 
said. “We were an inch away, a cou-
ple crosses that were just a half a 
yard off here and there and one 
that hit off the post. I just think 
in that moment we had momen-
tum and that moment we were bet-
ter. We had them figured out de-
fensively and if we would have just 
gotten one in there we would have 
done it.”
Defensively, Eastern held Omaha 
to seven shots (five on goal), mark-
ing the fourth time this year the 
Panthers have held their opponent 
to under 10 shots.
“(There was) just full commit-
ment from everyone today, nine to 
goalkeeper,” Lara said. “I thought 
the backline was phenomenal, I 
thought the midfield worked hard 
and made it difficult, the front 
players  worked hard and made 
things difficult as well and when 
you have a backline like that and a 
goalkeeper like that playing where 
they are and doing what they do 
defensively it’s very difficult to 
score on us.”
Lara hopes  the draw against 
Omaha shows the rest of the con-
ference that Eastern is ready to 
make a play to be one of the top 
teams in the conference.
“It’s going to be a very tough 
game against Eastern and we’re put-
ting ourselves in contention to get 
to the Summit Conference tourna-
ment,” Lara said. “Which is very 
difficult because there is six very 
good teams in the conference and 
four teams go the tournament.”
The athletes of both teams ex-
changed  words  and  eventua l -
ly shoves at multiple points in the 
game, in a conference game that 
was very physical.
“It’s Division I college soccer 
and it’s always expected to be high-
lighted in conference play,” Lara 
said. “We go back a long time with 
teams like this and coach (Jason) 
Mims and they have a great pro-
gram and that’s all water under the 
bridge and we are just focusing on 
the next one in Western Illinois.”
Federico Verlicchi led Eastern 
by firing two of their four shots on 
the day. Simeon Packer and Marcus 
Menniti had the other two shots 
for the Panthers. All four of East-
ern’s shots came in the second half 
of the game. 
The draw moves Easter’s record 
to 2-3-5 on the season and puts 
Omaha at 7-1-1.
Eastern’s next game is Sept. 30 
against Western Illinois.
       
         JJ Bullock can be reached at 
             581-2812 or jpbullock@eiu.edu.
Panthers tie against ranked Omaha 0-0 Saturday
BRYAN BUND| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Junior Kayla Stolfa makes a pass to her teammate in the Panthers’ 2-1 win over Western Illinois Sept. 10 at Lake-
side Field. The Panthers have lost four games in a row.
Sports Editor
Sean Hastings
217 • 581 • 2812
DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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By Kaitlin Cordes
Volleyball Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern volleyball team opened 
Ohio Valley Conference play this week-
end but dropped both matches against 
returning conference champions Murray 
State and Austin Peay.
Each of the road matches was played 
to four sets with Eastern taking just one 
set victory on both Friday and Saturday. 
All four sets in Friday’s matchup against 
Murray State were close (25-23, 20-25, 
18-25 and 23-25).
The Panthers continued to be big on 
blocks as they notched nine total blocks 
over the Racers’ five. Junior Taylor Smith 
collected six of those blocks for herself to 
lead the team.
 Runs late in the first set propelled 
the Panthers to their only victory on the 
day. Freshman outside hitter Laurel Bai-
ley lead the squad in kills with 13 on the 
day.
The grit and grind type of play coach 
Sam Wolinski predicted for the weekend 
matchups kept the Panthers in back-and-
forth tug-of-wars throughout the game. 
The Racers’ Rachel Giustino was an of-
fensive powerhouse for Murray State as 
she led the team with 21 kills and two 
service aces.
Neither team let much drop by way 
of serves as the most aces recorded on 
both sides of the net was two. Bai-
ley earned two while senior outside hit-
ter Maria Brown and sophomore libero 
Anne Hughes each recorded one. Mur-
ray State’s Giustino and Becca Fernandez 
tallied two a piece, and Megan Lindsay 
earned one.
The remaining sets were neck-and-
neck, and the Panthers never let go of 
the intensity that fueled their first victo-
ry. The Racers now have a perfect confer-
ence record at 2-0, with their other win 
being over Southern Illinois Edwards-
ville.
The Panthers finished up weekend 
play at Austin Peay where the Governors 
won the four-set match (25-16, 10-25, 
29-31, and 18-25). Eastern started the 
match on fire, holding the Governors 
to just 16 points. Austin Peay returned 
the favor in set two as the Panthers bare-
ly scored in double digits.
Eastern led the way on digs and aces 
this time around at 72 and six, respec-
tively. Hughes tallied 24 digs to lead the 
team, and Brown had the most aces at 
two.
The Panthers did not go quietly in set 
three as they pushed to the Governors to 
win by two at 31-29. The third set har-
bored four lead changes before Austin 
Peay’s Christina White secured the set 
three victory with a kill.
Brown and Smith were the only Pan-
thers to reach a double-double on the 
day. Brown recorded 10 kills and 12 
digs, and Smith earned 17 assists and 14 
digs.
The win puts the Governors at 2-0 in 
the conference, and the Panthers await 
an OVC win at 0-2.
The Panthers will get a taste of con-
ference play on their home court come 
Wednesday when they will host South-
ern Illinois Edwardsville at 6 p.m.
Kaitlin Cordes can be reached at 
581-2812 or krcordes@eiu.edu.
Volleyball drops first OVC matches
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Alexander Hollins, 15, jumps up for the football for a touchdown against Southeast Missouri. The Panthers won their OVC opener 19-16 Saturday night at 
O’Brien Field.
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Freshman Laurel Bailey kills the ball in the Panthers 3-0 win over Alabama A&M Sept. 8 in Lantz Arena. Eastern lost 
both of its OVC matches this weekend on the road.
By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports
The Eastern football team’s offense 
had been absent the past two games, but 
got back on the right track and opened 
Ohio Valley Conference play with a 19-
16 win over Southeast Missouri. 
It was a close game all the way 
through that ended on senior safety 
intercepting Jesse Hosket’s pass in the 
end zone with less than 23 seconds left. 
With redshirt senior quarterback 
Mitch Kimble out with an injury, it 
was redshirt freshman Scotty Gilkey Jr.’s 
time to start as quarterback for Eastern. 
Kimble had his arm in a sling on the 
sideline.
Gilkey Jr. had seen limited action in 
the past two games, but did not waste 
his first chance to start in college and 
helped lead Eastern to a conference win. 
On his first drive of the game, Gilkey 
Jr. marched the Panthers 87 yards on 
17 plays for a touchdown. Eastern 
converted on five third-down attempts 
on the drive as well. 
Gilkey Jr. said he though the opening 
touchdown brought the Panthers a lot 
of confidence. 
“I didn’t really have any butterflies 
(in my first start),” Gilkey Jr. said. “I 
feel like coach has prepared me pretty 
well for this week, so I didn’t have any 
butterflies. I was really ready and I knew 
it was big to get that jump first, that 
score first like coach said, drawing blood 
first, that means something.” 
It was the first time Eastern scored 
first this season. 
The Panthers utilized Gilkey Jr. in 
running the ball more than passing, but 
the redshirt freshman had no problem 
throwing it deep, and accurate at that. 
Gilkey Jr. connected with junior 
wide receiver Alexander Hollins for 
a 32-yard touchdown and a 38-yard 
touchdown. Gilkey Jr. also had an 83-
yard touchdown get called back because 
of an illegal man down field. 
Eastern put together some trickery 
with a double reverse flea flicker. Gilkey 
Jr. threw the deep ball to tight end James 
Sheehan, who caught it at midfield and 
ran the rest of the way just to get called 
back. 
Coach Kim Dameron was happy 
with the way Gilkey Jr. played in his first 
start. 
“I thought he did a heck of a job 
throwing the football (Saturday),” 
Dameron. “For him to come out and 
be 9-of-20, and throw for 142 (yards), 
that’s efficient. And obviously a couple 
of those could have been completed. We 
weren’t planning on asking him to go 
out there and throw it 40 times.”
Gilkey Jr. rushed for 98 yards. 
He said he does not think of himself 
as a “run-first quarterback,” but realized 
that is what the Panthers need right 
now. His ability to run the ball opens up 
the rest of the offense for Eastern. 
“Now that defenses see us running it, 
now we’re able to sling the ball around 
a little bit more,” Gilkey Jr. said. “I 
think it will open people’s eyes a little 
bit more. Our offense is definitely 
becoming a different kind of threat.” 
He gave the credit to the coaches, 
Kimble, and the offensive line for 
having him ready for the game. 
Eastern was the matter of inches of 
either losing that game or potentially 
having it tied. Dewberry’s interception 
gave the Panthers the ball back just 
needed one knee for the win. 
If he batted it down and did 
not catch it, at the very least it gave 
Southeast Missouri a chance to kick a 
game-tying field goal. 
“He has great ball skills,” Dameron 
said. “He’s savvy and when there’s 
somebody in the middle of the field, 
that’s the guy we want to be in the 
middle of the field.”
Dameron said Dewberry “played it 
like you would see it played on Sunday.”
The defense let up 355 yards on 
offense, but only allowed one offensive 
touchdown. 
Dewberry said the reason for that 
was just forgetting the bad plays that 
happened. 
“The offense helped us a lot putting 
us in good positions so I would say it 
was more like they do their job, we do 
our job and relying on each other to 
move the ball and get the ball back,” he 
said. 
Eastern is 1-0 to start conference. 
Sean Hastings can be reached at 
581-2812 or smhastings@eiu.edu.
Eastern wins OVC opener over SEMO
